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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents on the attached listing. To the best of undersigned's 
knowledge, this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits for the above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed foreign and non-patent literature documents are attached. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 

The following is a concise statement of relevance of the non-English language 
documents. 



Group Art Unit: 2122 
Examiner: Not Assigned 

Confirmation No.: 4891 



In lieu of a statement of relevance or translation of the non-English documents, 
an English language version of a search report from the European Patent Office in a 
corresponding application citing these documents and setting forth the relevance 
thereof is enclosed. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicant determines 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicant 
reserves the right to present to the Patent and Trademark Office the relevant facts and 
law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: February 9, 2005 




James W. Edmondson 
Reg. No. 33,871 
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NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 
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Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
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Shah et at., "Database infrastructure for supporting engineering design histories," Computer-aided Design, 

Vol. 28, No. 5, pp.347-360 (1996) 








J. G. Gammack et al., "Learning from design histories in concurrent engineering," Computers in Industry, 33 

(1997)83-90 








E. Graighill et al, "Process History Capture in a Concurrent Engineering Collaboration Environment," 
Enabling Technologies: Infrastructure for Collaborative Enterprises, 1993 Proceedings, Second Workshop 
on Morgantown, VW, IEEE Comput Soc, US 20 April 1993 (pp. 120-127) XP01 0032770 








NEMETSCHEK: ALLPLAN/ALLPLOT, Version 12, Handbuch Basis, Erweiterung 3 "Variantenkonstruktion," 
November 1996, PROGRAMMSYSTEM GMBH, Munich, Germany XP002301599 








NEMETSCHEK: ALLPLAN Version 12 Handbuch Architektur, Architekturfunktionen Modellieren 3D Makro, 
November 1996, NEMETSCHEK PROGRAMMSYSTEM GMBH, Munchen Germany, XP002301600 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



